
 
 

Manifesto Sport Management 220-10 Street NE Calgary, Alberta Canada T2E 4M1 

Adam van Koeverden, Kayaking  

 
Athletic Highlights: 
• 2012 Olympic Silver Medalist, K1 1000m 
• 2008 Olympic Silver Medalist, K1 500m 
• 2004 Olympic Gold & Bronze Medalist, K1 500m, 1000m  
• 2011 & 2007 World Champion 
• 2004 Lou Marsh Award Recipient 
• 79-Time Canadian Champion 
 
Background: 
Advocate. Spokesperson. Generational Talent. 

Adam van Koeverden has simply been Canada's most dominant summer 
Olympian for over a decade. 

At just 22, he was the country's only double medalist of the Athens Olympics 
capturing gold in the K1 500m just a day after claiming bronze in the K1 
1000m. 

He was honoured as Canada’s Closing Ceremonies flag-bearer and received 
the 2004 Lou Marsh Award as the Canadian Athlete of the Year. 

  
 
   
Date of birth: August 29, 1982 
   
Hometown: Toronto, Ontario    
 
Travels from: Toronto, Ontario 
 
Languages: English/French 
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In 2008, Adam carried the flag for Canada into the Bird’s Nest Stadium at the 
Beijing Olympics with the goal of becoming the first kayaker to ever defend a 
K1 500m Olympic title. 

But after breaking his own world-record in the heats, Adam was narrowly-
beaten in the final by his good friend Ken Wallace from Australia, and won 
silver. 

But it's what he's done out of the water that has come to define his legacy. 

When his father was diagnosed with Parkinson's Disease, Adam became a 
vocal advocate for finding a cure and increasing awareness about the long-
term battle his father now faces. 

And, as an Ambassador for Right to Play and the David Suzuki Foundation, 
he's engaged thousands of children in schools across Canada about the 
importance of healthy and active living, community involvement, and our 
shared environmental responsibility. 

An accomplished public speaker, Adam sees these opportunities as the "most 
rewarding obligation" for Canada's Olympians. 

He's also established a high standard for many of the members of Team 
Canada through his personal commitment and on-going athlete leadership 
work with the Canadian Olympic Committee. 

As Adam heads toward Rio 2016 with the knowledge that these will likely be 
his final Olympics, he'll look to summon a performance worthy of the moment. 

One thing is certain. 

Regardless of the outcome, Adam van Koeverden is just getting started. 

 
Sponsorship Inquiries:  
Olympians are powerful role models, charitable volunteers, corporate culture 
builders, committed citizens, compelling storytellers and authentic brand 
ambassadors.       
 
Whether you’re looking to build your corporate culture or develop enduring 
relationships with consumers, flexible corporate sponsorship opportunities are 
available that directly connect Olympians with your marketing objectives. 
 
Appearances/Speaking Engagements: 
Adam welcomes the opportunity to get together with corporate and community 
audiences to share the everyday challenges and successes of competing for 
Canada. 
 
For booking information or sponsorship inquiries, please contact 
russell@manifestosport.com 
 


